
 

 

 
 

“Who Are You?” 
Luke 7:11-17 

 
Jesus has the power to come and show compassion to those who 
aren’t even seeking His compassion (v11-13) 

By this time, a crowd of people are following Jesus. His 
teachings and his miracles are drawing a crowd, and as they enter into a 
new area for ministry, Jesus sees a funeral procession and a widow who 
is grieving the loss of her only son. Unlike the centurion, there’s no 
indication that the widow knew who Jesus was. It’s not even clear that 
the widow had ever heard about Jesus. The widow didn’t ask Jesus for 
help in her situation, but that didn’t stop Jesus from coming to her. The 
text says that Jesus felt compassion for her, and in that compassion, 
Jesus pursued her and went to her in her time of need. 
 
(1) Allow one or two people to share an experience that they had of 

being in a dark and desperate place in their lives and discovering 
that Jesus saw them and knew about their situation. Do you know 
anyone who is in a dark and desperate place in their lives and needs 
to know that Jesus sees them and knows about their situation? As a 
group, ask someone to lead the group in a prayer for those people 
who need to know that Jesus sees and knows about them. 

(2) What does it mean that Jesus not only sees us but also has 
compassion on us? How has God shown compassion to you in a real 
way during a time when you needed compassion in your life? 

(3) In thinking about the people that your group just prayed for, what 
are some real ways that your group and you as an individual can be 
used by God to show these people that Jesus sees them and has 
compassion for them? 

 
Jesus has the power to speak audacious hope into the most hopeless 
of situations in life (v14) 
 What an incredible scene! On the positive side, audaciousness 
speaks of a willingness to act boldly and fearlessly in taking risks. This 
was definitely an audacious move. Can you imagine the scene? Jesus 
touching the casket would have been unusual enough. Everyone must 
have been shocked, wondering who is this and what in the world is he 
doing? Then Jesus takes it one step further and says the most fearless 
and bold thing imaginable in this situation: “Young man…arise!” If Jesus 
can’t deliver He’s crazy, but if Jesus has the power to make the young 
man come to life, this is the one thing that would speak true hope into 
this hopeless moment in his mother’s life. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

(1) How do you think the young man’s mother and those with her 
would have reacted to these bold words from Jesus? What could 
have been going through their minds? 

(2) Have someone in the group read Matthew 5:21-48, and then 
discuss this question: How do the words of Jesus today still have this 
same effect in the lives of people today? 

(3) As a group, read 1 Corinthians 1:18. The most audacious hope we 
can speak is the Gospel of Jesus. How did you react the very first 
time that you heard the Gospel? 

 
Jesus has the power to give life to the dead and joy to the living (v15) 
 There was no thunder and lightning. There was no magic wand 
or secret command. There were just the simple of words of Jesus in 
commanding the man to arise, and at the words of Jesus, the man came 
back to life! The shock and horror of Jesus’ actions and words 
disappeared and turned into awe and wonder over the truth and power 
of the words of Jesus. Jesus had the power to give life to the dead, and 
in doing this, Jesus brought joy into the lives of the living. 
 
(1) What is the one “enemy” in life that we cannot in our power or 

medicine or technology defeat? 
(2) What does this incredible and true story say about the power of 

Jesus over this enemy? 
(3) Read Ephesians 2:1-10. There’s a lot in these verses, but for now, 

respond to this question in your group: What are some parallels 
that you see between what this passage in Ephesians says about 
salvation and what you see in the story of Jesus raising the young 
man from the dead in Luke 7? 

 
Jesus has the power to give faith in God because the power and 
presence of God is in Him (v16-17) 
 Encountering the power of Jesus led the people to praise and 
worship God in their lives.  While they didn’t have a complete 
understanding of who Jesus was, they had a better understanding of 
who he was and they understood this about Jesus: That the presence 
and power of God was in him! Their cry was that “God had visited his 
people!” The excitement of experiencing Jesus led them to share Jesus 
with all of the people around them. 
 
(1) What do you think the people were thinking and feeling when this 

miracle happened and the young man came back to life? 
(2) Take time to allow a few people to share how they felt when they 

were saved and given new life in Jesus. 
(3) Pray for each other for the excitement and faith needed to go this 

week and to take the words of Jesus to someone who needs Jesus. 


